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THIS IS A DESOTO PATROL MESSAGE (U) 

REFERENCE: A. CINCPACFLT DTG 021104Z / (NOTAL) 

B. ADMINO CINCPAC DTG 021255Z (NOTAL) 

1. You are authorized to continue the DESOTO patrol 

In the Gulf of Tonkin area in conformance with routes 

and times specified in reference A , subject to the 

following: 

a. Closest approach to the NVN mainland coast- 
line will be 11 miles, repeat 11 miles. 

b. Air patrol CAP- will be provided during day-- 
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light hours, however, CAP will be maintained to the ~ 1 
seaward of the two destroyers so as to preclude any 
possibility of overflight of NVN. 


c. Be extremely watchful for any possible action 
including possible submarine activity either against 
the DESOTO patrol or the Ticonderoga task force . 

d. Avoid close approaches to NVN coast during 


period when maritime activities related to OPLAN 34A ] 

are underway. 








